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5 March 1959 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Discussion relative to the Re-organisation of the 
Board on Geographic Names and its committees 


1. A meeting was held this date in Dr. Guthe's office. Present were: 


25X1 A9 
A 


: * v *c- ■ 7 y u*. 


Dr. Otto E. Gut he, AD/ RR , , , 

Chief, D/OC/RR 

MrTurEtseTPearcyrGeographer, State Departme nt 
Capt. K. A. Knowles, AD/BI 


2. The meeting was called at the request of Mr. Pearcy as a result 
of new developments stemming from the separation of the dome* tic names 
worh under the Geological Survey. Mjr.P«*r<;y felt that the genieral 
situation bad deteriorated following the Seer stay y of Interior ’s directive 
assigning the domestic names dutieeto the Geological Survey and setting 
up a separate executive secretary for this work* has been ,, Y . io . J — 

attempting, to pursuado Mr. CarfuMhael,, Smithsonian Institute, Co take ^ &A1 AyA 1 

over the functions of both foreign and domestic name work as a result i 

of permission from the Department of the Interior to find a new location 
for this, activity, The representatiye of the Geological Survey desires 
to ssparate out completely domepUc uameworfciu line with tho afore ^ 
mentioned directive^ aadto create a eeparate axecutiv* seer etary to 1 
serve both at the committee level and board level. 


3. Dr. Gut he and 1 had previously discussed this matter over the 
telephone and he presented our consolidated views: that there should be 
two executive secretaries, one for d omestic names (Geological Survey 
appointee) and one for foreign ounei each of whom would 25X1A9A 
serve both at the committee and board levels in their respective fields. 

The Board on Geographic Names would continue to function in accordance 
with the basic act and would deal with both domestic and foreign names 
policies. It was our position that the new set-up would reflect the actual 
situation created by the Secretary of the Interior in assigning the domestic 
names function to the Geological Survoy. 
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4. Jurther dl«c)Mai<m>y aU present hreughteu* none waspects , 
a nd jhe meeting adjourned with the- general f eeliag that 1M» wwW W the 
way in width the new orga«i»atlo% should he set forth by the Board in-. 

revising itt by-laws f! j G ^■-.vc ov. zy f ? T v T; ' : v 

5 . It might be added thatfrem a legal ae weU as from a factual 

point ©f view it would be desirabl* from this Agency's viewpoint to have 
complete separation pi duties inasmuch as the foods provided hy the- 
Agenoy uuder the NIS program can be used legattyonjjMeMoreign name* 
work. which has aetbssd*4«M*» in the past when r 

executive seer eta ryfoybotb domestic and foreign namee work* ? ■- ■ ^ y 
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AD/BIjnh cfcfT!-' 


Assistant Director 
Basic Intelligence 
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